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The Brentwood Diocesan Trust Registered Charity No. 234092 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.00am, Sunday 11.00am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
After Saturday 5.30pm Mass, prior to Sunday 9.00am Mass, and by appointment 
Parish Schools 
Holy Cross Preschool, Holycrosspreschool50@gmail.com, Natalie 
Holy Cross Catholic Primary Academy, 01279 424452, Headteacher: Mrs Alison Kerrell 
St. Luke’s Catholic Primary Academy (part of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 
Multi Academy Trust), 01279 423499, Executive Headteacher: Mr Ian 
Kendall 
St. Mark’s West Essex Catholic Academy, 01God279 421267, Headteacher: Mr 
John Taylor 
Safeguarding 
For any safeguarding concerns, please contact Rev. Anthony Rowley by email only (please see above). 
Hall Hire 
For any enquires to hire the hall, please contact Sheila Underdown by text        only, on 07590533511














Twenty Fifth Sunday Ordinary Time (A)
Dear brothers and sisters.
Our picture of God is influenced to some extent by our ordinary way of looking at things and that is why, as we listen to this gospel, we are tempted to react and share the grumble of the workers who have laboured since early morning. In human terms it seems a bit unfair that after slaving all day in the hot sun they got the same pay for their efforts as those who had taken on at the 11th hour. If we get too uptight about the injustice of the situation, we miss the point of the story. The parable is not dealing with equal rights for all, or an honest day's work for an honest day's pay. Its main thrust is to show the generosity of God in throwing open the doors of the Kingdom of heaven to gentiles and sinners on equal footing with the Jews for their part the Jews resented what was happening and envied the good fortune of these late arrivals. After all, they were God's chosen people and expected preferential treatment.
Unfortunately, this selfish and begrudging attitude towards the salvation of sinners is not confined to the Jews. It is sometimes found among people who would regard themselves as devout Christians yet make comments about 11th hour and deathbed conversions which are anything but charitable. They cannot accept that after struggling all their lives in the service of God, giving time to prayer, mass and the sacraments they end up no better off than those who don't bother with religion out in turn to God at the last moment. Apart from the fact that nobody can judge how any person stands before God, such an attitude betrays a complete lack of understanding of the Christian mission on earth, which is to bring salvation to all people. Entry into heaven sooner or later, regardless of the date or time, makes no difference because it is given to all who do the will of God the Father. All who enter ought to be grateful for their own good fortune and should not express displeasure when God's favour is shown to others. 
This gospel fills us with an inspiring image of a generous gracious and forgiving God whose love for us has no bounds and whose mercy extends both to those who have laboured all their lives in his service and to those who have become broken but turned to him in their dying hour. Before the almighty we all stand like beggars and can never boast that we have earned our salvation everything we have is a free gift of his love and mercy. We cannot explain his generosity, but one thing is certain dash God's ways and not our ways.
God Bless you all Father Bernard
Mass and Liturgies
	Saturday 19th September 20265.30pm Vigil for 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (For all Parishioners)

	Sunday 20th September 9.00am 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Jim Walll RIP)

	Sunday 20th September 11.00am 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Deacon Tony in thanksgiving)

	Monday 21st September 20267.30pm St Matthew (Eucharistic Service)

	Tuesday 22nd September 2026 9.00am Feria (Eucharistic Service) Followed by Holy Hour

	Wednesday 23rd September 2026 9.00am St Padre Pio (Eucharistic Service)

	Thursday 24th September 2026 9.00am Our Lady of Walsingham (Eucharistic Service) followed by Holy Hour 

	Friday 25th September 2026 8.15am Feria (Eucharistic Service) SMS

	Saturday 26th September 20265.30pm Vigil for 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Elizabeth May Cooney RIP)

	Sunday 20th September 9.00am 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (For all Parishioners)

	Sunday 20th September 11.00am 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Gerald Reilly RIP)



Liturgy of the Word
Response to the Psalm: The LORD is close to all who call him.
Collection: £643.00
Baptism Key Dates 
Next Baptism Registration Meeting: Monday 2nd November 2026, 6pm. 
Next Baptism Catechetical Talk: Monday 9th November 2025, 6pm. 
Legion of Mary Legion of Mary meet up every Wednesday at 10.30am.  New members always welcome.  For more information, please contact Steven on 07930304001.   
First Holy Communion
The programme will begin on 5th September where pictures will be given out that will be needed for the programme, this will be every week. Enrolment is online through the Parish website. The cut-off date for this is 27th September. All work must be completed before then. You and your child will be expected to attend Mass each week. There will be a meeting with Fr Bernard, Dn Tony and Dn Michael. Parents Meeting 8th January, the lesson will begin 22nd January, then February 27th, March 20th, March 26th, April 17th. The communion Mass will be in May.

Confirmation
For anyone who is in year 9 and under the age of 18 you may wish to be confirmed. Details about the course for next year will be available later in the year as soon as we know when the bishop’s visitation is going to be. The meeting for registration will be on 12th October at 5.30pm in the Church.

Holy Hour
Just to remind you that we do have a Holy Hour on a Tuesday and Thursday after the 9am Mass, please however check the newsletter as due to other things it may have to be cancelled. We begin with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, followed by a Rosary. Then we have the Divine Mercy at about 10am followed by Benediction. If you are free, you are warmly invited to join us. 

 
Chizoba Iwuaba RIP
We regret to announce the death of Chizoba Iwuaba. May her gentle soul Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. Please pray also for Ife and the family at this trying time.
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